INTO BATTLE
never did I make a truer statement to Parliament. Practically
everything that I said has already proved true. And who are these
people who go about saying that even if It were true, why state the
facts ? I reply, why mislead the nation ? What is the use of
Parliament if it is not the place where true statements can be
brought before the people ? What is the use of sending Members
to the House of Commons who say just the popular things of the
moment, and merely endeavour to give satisfaction to the Govern-
ment Whips by cheering loudly every Ministerial platitude, and by
walking through the Lobbies oblivious of the criticisms they hear.
People talk about our Parliamentary institutions and Parliamentary
democracy; but if these are to survive, it will not be because the
Constituencies return tame, docile, subservient Members, and try
to stamp out every form of independent judgment*